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TekcT Kata AtaHacosa, chotorpadpua Kupun KoHCTaHTHOB, apxuB

TBOpPYECTBOTO
e 3a Te3u, KOMTO
ca Ha 3eMATa

MuHNCTBPEBT HA KYJITYpaTa
Bexxknu PammmoB mpen The Inflight Magazine

01IEMUST 6bArapcku ckynnTop Bexxan Pawwnpnos e poaeH Ha 14 nekemspu

1951 r. B AumuTposrpaa. balla My paboTu B MUHUTE B KbpOykanu, a manka my e

M3BECTHa NeBULLA Ha TYPCKU 1 6b/IrapCKy HAPO4HM NecHU, HapyuyaHa Cnased Ha
PoponuTe.
[lo ceomu knac »kueee B cuponuTanuLLe. lNMocne yum B XygoXkecTeeHaTa rumHa3ns B
Codpusg, a npe3 1978 . 3aBbpLLBa XyL0XKeCTBeHaTa akagemMus, cnewnanHoct CKyanTy-
pa npuw npod. . fackanos. [o-kbCHO € NpenoaaBaTen B Akagemusara.

exan Pawmnaos nva Hag 45 camocToaTenHn n3noxon s MNnosams, labposo,

bazen, MNMapwx, BapHa, Bapwasa, Ctapa 3aropa, Kpakos, /IoHa0H, AuMnTpoB-

rpag, Ldenxu, Mocksa, EpesaH, Cocus, VictaHbyn, AmcTepaam, Tokno, AHkapa,
Canopo, BueHa, V13mup, Cozonon, Ceyn, Bepann, BawwuHrToH, MpeTopus, VioxaHec6ypr,
benrpan, Josun, MNanva oe Manopka v ap. [NocnenHata My n310>6a ce 0TKpU CbBCEM
Hackopo B ranepus De Queeste B Xeepag, XonaHams, u e Moxe aa ce suan oo 20
toHW. CBETOBHOU3BECTHUAT PpeHcku ckynnTop Ce3ap ka3sa: "BbArapckugar apTucTt
Bexxan PaLumnoB e Hapeawn ce6e cu 1 CBosiTa CTpaHa Cpef, Hal-BUCOKUTE BbPXOBE Ha
kynTypaTa Ha 20 BeK, cera v 3aBuHaru. ToBa, KOETO Npasu, € NPEKPAcHoO, LOKOCHATO OT
€KCNpecrnoHn3ma... TO/IKOBa € 3aB/1aaBaLLlo. Tov e TO/IKOBa CUIEH KaTo U3/IbuBaHe,
TO/IKOBA MOTbLLL... OUEBWAHO € KOIKO MHOIO Ky TYpHW N1acToBe NPUCLCTBAT B TBOPGU-
Te My. Tol € efiH OT HEOKIACULLUTE Ha HaLeTo Bpeme.”

exxay PalunaoB e n aBTop € Ha KHuraTa V3KyCTBO 1 B/1CT, KOSTO NpeacTaB/sBa

CBOE06PA3€eH NOPTPET Ha XYL0XKHMKA U O6LLLECTBEHNKA.

Mo cnyuait neToeceTata My roguilHnHa npe3 Mait 2002 1. Toll e HarpageH ¢
opaeH Crapa naanmHa. Oenytat e B 41-010 HapogHo cb6panue. OT toamn 2009 T. e
MUHUCTBP Ha KyiTypaTa.
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Arts Belongs to
People on Earth

The Minister of Culture Vezhdi
Rashidov to The Inflight Magazine

he great Bulgarian sculptor, Vezhdi Rashidov, was born on December 14,

1951 in Dimitrovgrad. His father worked in the Kurdzhali mines; his mother

was a famous singer of Turkish and Bulgarian folk songs known as “The
Rhodope Nightingale”. Until seventh grade he lived in an orphanage. He then went
on to study at the High School of Arts in Sofia, and in 1978 graduated from the
Academy of Arts, with a major in Sculpture under the instruction of Prof. D. Daskalov.
Vezhdi Rashidov later became a professor at the academy.

ezhdi Rashidov has had over 45 solo exhibitions in Plovdiv, Gabrovo, Basel,

Paris, Varna, Warsaw, Stara Zagora, Krakow, London, Dimitrovgrad, Delhi,

Moscow, Erevan, Sofia, Istanbul, Amsterdam, Tokyo, Ankara, Sapporo, Vienna,
Izmir, Palma de Mallorca and others. His latest exhibition has recently opened in the
De Queeste Gallery in Heerde, Holland and will remain open until June 20th. Cesar,
the world-renowned French sculptor, said, “The Bulgarian artist, Vezhdi Rashidov,
has earned himself and his country a cultural place among the 20th century’s best
artists now and forever. What he does is brilliant, touched by expressionism ... so
captivating. He has such strong presence; he is so powerful... It is obvious that his
works are marked by many cultural layers. He is one the neoclassicists of our time.”

ezhdi Rashidov is also the author of the book Art and Power, which is an

original portrait of him as an artist and public figure.

For his 50th birthday, in May 2002, he was awarded the Order of Stara
Planina. He is a member of the 41st People’s Assembly (the Bulgarian Parliament).
He has been the Minister of Culture since July 2009. »
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I-H MUHHCTBp, OJylarojaps BH, 4e
ce ChIJIaCUXTe Ha TOBA UHTEPBIO. B
HaBeuepHueTo Ha 24 Mail Heka IIOro-
BOpHM 3a O'BJrapckaTa KyjaTypa, 3a
JefHOCTTa Ha BallleTO MHHUCTep-
CTBO U 3a 6bJeIeTo.

Heka 3amoyHeM C /JHEIIHUSA [€eH.
Kak 6OuxTe omucaayd CHCTOSHUETO
Ha O6BJarapckara Kyatypa?

Karo Buepa u yTpe, 3aIlOTO H3KY-
CTBOTO Ce IPaBU OT eAWH YOBEK, TO €
MHOTO MHAWBU/AYyaJleH aKT. 3a TaJaHTa
TOBa € chA0a, 3aTOBA 32 TBOPYECTBO-
TO HIMa HUTO BYepa, HUTO yTPe, HUTO
JIHEC — YOBEK WM Ch3/laBa, WIN HE.

KakBo ce ciay4Ba ¢ KyJATypaTa BbB
BpeMe Ha prHaHCOBaA Kpu3a?
CTpaHHO e, Ye eZIHU OT Hal-XybaBu-
Te o6pasIy Ha CBETOBHATA KYJATypa ca
Ch3/laBaHU B €IHU OT HAUW-TPYJHUTE
BpeMeHa — BbB BpeMeHa Ha BOUHHU, Ha
6ezxcTBuA. Kprsara Moxe Zia ce 0Tpasu
Ha x7116a, a He Ha TaJlaHTa U Ha 9yBCT-
BUTEJIHOCTTA Ha TBOpela.

Kak BmxkgaTte possita Ha OBiarap-
CKHTe apTHUCTH M KYyJTypHH JedTe-
JU B yCJOBHUATA Ha UKOHOMHYECKa
Kpusa?

[To-nocpezncTBEHUTE ce 0OeJUHABAT
4 B eJUH IVIac IuladaT 3a Iapu. A 1o-
TaJaHTIMBaTa 4YacT ThPCU HA4YMWH Ja
peanmu3upa U3KyCTBOTO CH.

Kou ca mpuopuTeTHHUTE IIOCOKU B
AeiiHOcTTa Ha MUHHCTEPCTBOTO Ha
KyJTypaTa JHec?

B fHU Ha TeXKU KpU3U, HE3aBUCU-
MO Kb/le, IPUOPUTET € OllesIABaHeTO.
Ho BBhopeku Kpusara, HHe HMaMe
Kypaxka Jja cTapTUpaMe HU3Trpa)kJaHe-
TO Ha My3el Ha ChBPEMEHHOTO U3KY-

CTBO, /la 3allOYHEM /Zia Ir'paiuM HOBMUA b
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Mr. Minister, thank you for agreeing
to this interview. On the eve of May
24t let us talk about Bulgarian
culture, about the work of your
Ministry and about the future.

Let us start with the present, today.
How would you describe the state
Bulgarian culture is in?

Like yesterday and tomorrow,
because art is created by a single
person; it is an extremely individual
act. For talent it is fate, so creativity
has no yesterday, no tomorrow, no
today — a person either creates or
doesn’t.

What happens to culture during a
time of financial crisis?

Strange enough, some of the
most beautiful specimens of world
culture were created during some
of the hardest times — during wars
and disasters. A crisis may affect our
daily bread, but not the talent or the
sensitivity of an artist.

How do you see the role of Bulgar-
ian artists and cultural figures in the
conditions of an economic crisis?

Those who are mediocre unite and
cry out for money. Those who are
talented seek a way to realize their
art.

Which are today’s priorities for the
Ministry of Culture?

In these days of difficult crises,
regardless of location, survival is
the priority of the day. But, despite
the crisis, we have the courage to
launch the construction of a Museum
of Contemporary Art, to start the
erection of a large, new Museum »
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Bexau Palunaos cbC 3HaMeHUTUS
apxutekT XaH Hysen

Vejdi Rashidov with the famous
architect Jean Nouvel

roJIIM My3el Ha BU3yaJTHUTE U3KyCTBa
B Codus, 1a pedpopmupame AjnesTa Ha
TBOPIIUTE B I[€HTPAJHUA TIPOOUILEH
IapK B CTOJIMIATA, Zla HAallpaBUM My-
3ell Ha TOTAJIUTAPHOTO U3KYCTBO U Ja
IIOCTPOUM TaKa HeOOXOANMHUTE OT I'o-
JUHU Ha MUHHCTEPCTBOTO Ha KYJITY-
parta GOHZOBU XpaHWIHIIA.

Kou cdepu Ha OBarapckara Kyi-
Typa ce HYXKZAAT OoT pebopMUpaHe
criopez Bac?

Bbux kasaii, e [0 UPOHUS Ha ChA0a-
Ta 0CTa rojiAMa 49acT OT CTPYKTYPUTE
ca ce camopedopmMUpany — HallpuMep
MIaCTUYHUTE M3KycTBa Wiu cdepa-
Ta Ha MHUCATEJCKUA TPyA. 3a KUHOTO
uMa crnenuaseH 3akoH. OcTaHasia e
obJlacTTa Ha TeaTpUTE U My3HKaJIHHTE
WHCTUTYTHU — 32 TSAX PeasHO MPeACTOU

pedopma.

KakBo OT HampaBeHOTO IpeJH Bac e
00po U 3aciay)kaBa Zja ce 3amasu u
pa3BuBa?

Ilpegn Hac ca HampaBeHW MHOTO
Hellla, 3aTOBa TPYJAHO 6Kxa MOIJIH Za
6BAaT u3bpoenu. IIpeACcToAT U MHOTO
Hellla 3a peanu3upaHe, KOUTO HAMa
Jla MoTarT Jja ce U36pOSAT HUTO B €WH,
HUTO B JleceT MaHzAaTa. 3a TAX TPsOBa
BpeMe. Bux zian 3a mpumep apxeoso-
TUATa — 32 Pa3BUTHETO U TPsA6BA AbJI-
roCpoYHa IMporpama, Imapu 1 BpeMe.

Kak GuxTe KOMeHTHpaJu paborara
Ha O'bJTapCcKATE KYJTYPHH LIEHTPO-
Be B Yy:KOMHA — KaKBO IPABAT, KaK-
BO ce o4akBa oT Tax? CmsaTare JH,
4e GYyHKIIMOHUPAT C ITbJIEH Kanalu-
TeT?

BparapckuTe KyJATYpHU WHCTUTY-
TH ca efHA IpeKpacHa MpUA0OMBKa,
cobcTBEHOCT Ha AbpkaBaTa. He 6ux
MOT'BJI Za KOMEHTHpaAM [JeHHOCTTa
UM cera, 3alloTo IIe MPaBUM O06CTOEH
a”anu3 U TpsibBa ia Ch3AaZeM TaKaBa
dbopmyna u cxemu 3a TAxHaTa paborTa,
KOUTO Ja UM JajaT BBb3MOXKHOCT Ja
cTaHaT paboTelly, aTpaKTUBHU U TIe-
YeJIMBIIU, JOKOJIKOTO MOXKe. Bbux mo-
COYMJI KaTo ycCIellleH IIpuMep Mozesa
Ha I'vome uHcmumym, KOWUTO JA€MOH-
cTpUpa MHOTO yCIelTHa paboTa... Ha
Hac eZiBa cera HU IpeACTou Aa pabo-
TUM 3abJI0O0YEHO BBPXY IMOHATHETO
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C MUHNCTBP-
npeacenatens bonko
Bopucos nasat cTapT
Ha N3rpaxaaHeTo Ha
CbBPEMEHEH My3eeH
LLeHTbP

The prime minister
Boyko Borisov and Vejdi
Rashidov mark the start
of the construction of a
contemporary museum
complex

KyJATypEH TYPU3bM, YMHTO CMUCHI
HEeBUHArW IIBJIHOIIEHHO ce pasbupa
oT Bcuuku. C Be AyMU — MPEACTOAT
cepuo3Hu pedopmu B Ta3u chepa.

Koe cunTare 3a ycrex B paboTaTa Ha
MUHHCTEPCTBOTO U KaKBO Hali-Bede
He e CBbPILIEeHO0?

Bcuuko, KOeTo e Cb3AaZeHo U € BU-
JUMO, € ycIleX. A He € CBBPIIEeHO BCUY-
KO OHOBA, KOeTO e B O'bZlel[UTe IIPOeK-
TU. Taka 4e — BCUYKO C BPEMETO CH.

OcraBa 1 BU BpeMe Ja TBOPHUTE
cera, KOTaTo CTe Ha TO3H ITOCT?

Jla, ocTaBa — Bce II0-MaJIKO U BCe I10-
HEKAYeCTBEHO KAaTO OTHOIIEHUWE KbM
H3KYCTBOTO.

Vmare M JUYHU, YHCTO YOBEII-
KA MPUCTPACTHA KbM OBIrapCcKua
TBOPILIY Y TEXHU TBOPOU?
MUHUCTEPCKUAT IIOCT HE Me IpaBU
M3BbH3eMeH. BCUYKM YOBEIIKU Ka-
YyecTBa y MeH ca 3ana3eHu. OcTaBaM ¢
ABJIGOK MOKJIOH KbM BCUYKO, KOETO €
M3TPaZIIO y MEeH MOsI MUPOIJIE], KaK-

TO U KbM BCHUYKHU TaJIaHTIMBU XOpa,

KOWTO TIPE/CTOU /ja M€ HaIPaBAT I10-
6oraT C TBOPYECTBOTO CH.

KakBo He Tpsb6bBa ga 3abpaBsmMe
B HaBeyepueTo Ha 24 Maii?

B HaBeuepueTo Ha 24 Maili He TpsO-
Ba /la 3abpaBaMe, e TOBa € eJNH CBe-
TBJI IeH 32 OBJITaPCKUTE TPAXKIAHMU, Ue
Hue obIlyBaMe Ha eJUH U CBIIl €31K.

KakBo OuxTe mokejaad Ha BCHUY-
KM, KOUTO paboTaT B cdepara Ha
KyJaTypaTa?

Ha mo-6e3gapHuTe — a cTaBaT I0-
TaJaHT/IMBU, Ha IIO-TaJTaHTAUBUTE — A
CcTaHaT HaW-TaJlaHTIWBM, Ha Hali-Ta-
JIAaHTJIMBUTE — /la CTaHAT TeHUU. A Ha
TeHHUTE — HUKOTa /la He IToKeIaBar Ja
craBaT 6orose. 3am[0TO TBOPYECTBOTO
e 3a Te3H, KOUTO ca Ha 3eMsATa.

KakBo cu moxxejgaBaTe B JIMYEH
wiaH?

B inyeH 11ad GUX CH ITOXKeJ1asl Cllef-
Bal[UTe TPU T'OAWHM Ja MUHAT OBP30
KaTo ChH... W



KpnuzaTa moske
Ia ce OoTpa3nu
Ha XJ1s60a, a He
Ha TaJIaHTa U Ha
YyBCTBUTEJIHOCTTA
Ha TBOpella

A crisis may affect
our daily bread,
but not the talent or
the sensitivity of an
artist

M3nox6ata Ha Bexxayn Pawwmnaos v rpaduka
[eopru /leues B ranepus De Queeste B
Xeepae, XonaHous

Vejdi Rashidov's exposition and Georgi
Lechev's graphics in the gallery De Queeste
in Heerde, Holland

of Visual Arts in Sofia, to reform
the Alley of Artists in the Central
Cemetery Park in our capital, to create
a Museum of Totalitarian Art and to
build the overdue and much needed
storage facilities for the Ministry of
Culture.

Which areas of Bulgarian culture do
you think need to be reformed?

I would say that, ironically, a
large portion of the areas have self-
reformed, for example, figurines or
creative writing. Motion pictures
are governed by a special law. What
remains are theaters and music
institutes — they are to be reformed.

MUHWCTBPBT Ha kynTypaTa nonyyasa
3BaHUETO akagemuk B Pycus

The minister of culture receives the
academic degree in Russia

From the things done prior to your
arrival, what is worth keeping and
developing further?

Many things were done before
us, so it is difficult to name them all.
Many things have to be done, which
can hardly be accomplished during
ten mandates, let alone in one. They
need time. [ would give archeology as
an example. Its development needs a
long-term program, funding and time.

How would you comment on the
work of the Bulgarian cultural cen-
ters abroad — what do they do, what
is expected of them? Do you think
they are functioning at full capacity?

Bulgarian cultural institutes are a
wonderful asset, property of the state.
I cannot comment on their activity now
since they are currently undergoing
a detailed analysis and a formula
has to be created for their scope and
activities, which will give them the
opportunity to become operational,
attractive and profitable, as much
as possible. As such an example, I
would point to the Goethe Institute
model, which has proved to be very
successful. We are just starting to work

more closely on the notion of cultural
tourism, whose meaning is not fully
understood by everyone. Briefly put,
serious reforms are underway in this
area.

What do you consider successful
work for the Ministry and what has
not been done yet?

Everything that has been done can
be seen as a success. What has not
been done yet is everything included
in our future projects. So, everything
in its own good time.

Do you have time for creative work
now that you are in this post?

Yes, I have. However, it is ever
diminishing and less qualitative from
an artistic point of view.

Do you have personal, purely hu-
man, preferences towards Bulgarian
artists and their works?

My ministerial position does not,
all of a sudden, make me an alien. All
the human qualities, which I possessed
previously, have been preserved. I
remain deeply humbled by everything,
which has formed my worldview, as
well as by all the talented people,
who are yet to develop and enrich me
through their art.

What should we not forget on the
eve of May 24h?

On the eve of May 24™ we should
not forget that it is a bright day
for Bulgarian citizens and that we
communicate in the same language.

What would you wish to everyone
working in the sphere of culture?

To the less gifted, my wish is they
will become more talented; to the
more talented, my wish is they will
become the most talented and to the
most talented, my wish is they will
become geniuses. I have a wish for
the geniuses also — to never wish to
become gods, because arts belongs to
people on earth.

What do you wish for yourself?
For me, I wish the next three years
to pass by as quickly as a dream... m
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